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A special welcome to visitors to West, a place 
of shelter, faith and laughter.  We are an all-age, 
all-stage community where everyone is included. 

We especially love having kids involved in the  
service on Sundays.  So please don’t worry if 
anyone with you makes a little bit of noise – 
we’re glad to have you with us! 

Morning tea is part of our time together, so 
you’re  warmly invited to stick around for a 
fairtrade tea or coffee after the sitting-down part 
of the service. 

Look out for people assembled in the area near 
the side exit door – they will be happy to pray 
with you after the service. 

See inside for more…. 
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Lent # 6 
Jesus is a Surprising King 
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Service of the Shadows 
Thursday 7pm 
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Resurrection Sunday! 
Jesus has Risen! 
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Connecting with People –  
Communication 
Andrew 
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Partnership with Hospital Chaplaincy 
Joe Gray 
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Connecting with People – 
Neurodiversity 
Naomi 



 

The most important time of the year for disciples of 
Jesus is Easter. That’s why we spend time thinking 
about Jesus’ life, teaching and work in the lead up 
to Easter. 

Here’s a prayer from The New Zealand Prayer 
Book that I want to share with you as I think it 
captures so much good. 

Notice the positivity of response from the people. 

Notice the realization that we don’t always feel like shouting praise to God 

Notice the desire to still be faithful and obedient when we doubt and struggle. 

Notice the request to be and act in Jesus like ways – even when it’s hard. 

Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved palms 
with shouts of acclamation. 

Grant that when the shouting dies, we may still walk beside you. 
Even to a cross. 

When all we are and everything we do are called into question, 
God grant us dignity and direction, grant us patience; 

 Jesus, be there then. 
 

west: making a difference 

We have a portfolio of people and communities we support around New Plymouth and the world. The 
basics:

Paul and Sarah, Mikayla and Malachi (S Asia/ 
NZ)   Please pray for us as we settle back in and 
self isolate in our flat (which needs some 
attention after not being lived in for more than a 
year) and for our face to face reunion with our 
local Loyal Workshop staff.  All exciting and 
kinda scary stuff. 

Charlie & Jo (S Asia):  Jo and Charlie have 
arrived safely.  They are currently quarantining in 
Christchurch and had their first full night’s sleep 
free from jet lag last night! 

Closer to home: 

We love and partner with Spotswood Primary 
School, across the road.  We’re involved with 
HPP Reading, KickStart Breakfast Club, Pastoral 
Care, Mother’s Day Brunch, Morning Tea for staff 
at the start of each term, Citizenship Award, and 

other areas individuals volunteer in.  There are 
many ways you can serve our school community 
if you’re interested.  

Spotswood Primary Chaplaincy. Andrew 
spends Wednesday mornings at the school. He 
is a part of regular pastoral care team meetings 
which seek to collaboratively support children 
and families, and he spends time listening to and 
supporting children. Andrew is also working on 
developing a partnership between West, School 
and Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring. 

Primary School Reading:  Would anybody like 
to change the life of a child by sitting with them 
as they read a book at Spotswood Primary 
School?  If so, please contact Syd (our resident 
child reading super-hero, or Andrew.) 

 



Kickstart Breakfast Club.   

If you or somebody you know would like to help 
serve breakfast to students at Spotswood 
Primary once a term/month/fortnight/week, 
please contact Carol or Andrew.7.45am–9.15am, 
Monday/ Wednesday/Friday. 
 
Coffee! We’ll soon be using Common Good 
Coffee. 

Common Good Coffee exists to support positive 
change in some of the poorest neighbourhoods 
in the world. They’re the crew behind Addington 
Coffee Co-op in Christchurch, Crave and Kind 
Cafes in Auckland, and the Common Ground 
Coffee pop up in Whanganui. 

Common Good Coffee say: 

“We've partnered for good, because we reckon 
that we’re better working together, and that 
alongside you, we can unite to make a positive 
difference in our wider world, (and drink amazing 
coffee along the way!) 

Three times as good as regular coffee: 

1. Drink Gooder. Made from the best tasting 
organic beans, expertly roasted in small batches.  

2. Feel Gooder. Beans are ethically traded to 
ensure producers are paid fairly. 

3. Do Gooder. Profits go to creating a better 
world through investment in community 
transformation. 

 

 

west: growing 

The Movie Group will meet weekly at various  
homes on Tuesday nights to watch and discuss 
movies on the themes of our sermon series. 
Phone Megan C for details of venues. On the 
first Tuesday of the month members take part in 
a Quiz night at Westside Grill at 6.30pm. 

Carol and James McK host a fortnightly 
‘Chocolate Fish’ Bible study at their home.  See 
‘events’ section for dates.  Anyone looking for a 
fortnightly home group is welcome to check us 
out.  If anyone new would like to join us you’re 
welcome to come along. 

Music & Play group is for preschool children 
and their parents or caregiver.  Friday mornings 
at 10am during the school term.  We begin with 
fun and interactive songs with lots of musical 
instruments, parachutes and ribbons.  Followed 
by a yummy morning tea and play time.  The 

group is an open welcoming space for all who 
would like to be a part of it.  For more 
information feel free to check out the Music 
and Play Group Facebook page or phone 
Naomi on 021 203 3653. 

Mosaic Youth  We’ll be going to Easter Camp, 
leaving on Thursday 1st of April, returning on 
Monday 5th.  Please note you’ll need to have 
been to at least one Mosaic event on Fridays. 
There are also a few fund raising ventures 
going on for Easter Camp.  See James M if 
you want to support us in this way, or for more 
details on any of this information. 
Year 7 and 8’s please see Andrew or Naomi 
for more information.   

The Music Group  This month’s practice will 
be on  Thursday 15th and 29th April at 69 
Barrett Road, starting at 7pm. 

 

west:  in our community 

Parenting:  If you or somebody you know would like to participate in an outstanding parenting course, 
we have funds available to support people to do this.  We are no longer running parenting courses, but 
can help connect people into them.  Please contact Andrew, Naomi, Alison or Chris D, or Val W. 
 



Contact tracing App:  Let’s be responsible and caring by ensuring we use the contact tracing app or 
sign in everywhere we go – including at services on Sundays. 

 

west: people 

West has a private Facebook page for 
connecting with each other.  “West Baptist New 
Plymouth Connection.” 

Please continue to pray for and support those 
who are struggling with ongoing health 

difficulties, and those unable to meet on Sundays 
– Margaret O,  Eric P, Ruth S, Lyn S, Marlinka 
R, Jocelyn D.  

 

 

west: events 

Easter Camp for years 9 – 13.  We have James and six young people heading to Feilding on 
Thursday 1st April! 

E-Camp for Year 7 and 8’s.  We have Andrew, Naomi, Jude and 10 young people heading to Lake 
Karapiro on Friday 2nd April! 

APRIL  CALENDAR: 

1st       Easter Camp for years 9-13 
1st       Service of the Shadows 
2nd       E-Camp for years 7-8 
2,9,16,23,30th     Music & Play, at West, 10am 
4th       Resurrection Sunday! 

8,22nd   Chocolate Fish Group, at McK’s 
13,20,27th    Movie Group at venues TBA 
15,29th   Music Practice 
 
 

 

west: pitching in 

West Baptist assist regularly at Spotswood Primary School in preparing Breakfast for the children.  We are 
short of volunteers for Fridays this term – if you think you might like to help please chat with Carol. 

Prayer:  If you have a prayer request, please contact Andrew who would be delighted to pray with you 
and/or put your request on the prayer chain. 

We have an e-mail prayer chain where a dozen people are committed to praying for any request, as 
they are able.  All West people are encouraged to be a part of this.  If you’d like to join the prayer chain 
as a pray-er, please contact Andrew. 

Each month we will keep the church informed of our progress.  We have budgeted for $9,600 per 
month in offerings; in February our offerings were $9,647. 

If you’d like to set up an automatic payment or use envelopes to contribute financially to the work of 
the church please see our treasurer, Brent G. (751 0010.)  The government will rebate a full third of 
what you give. 
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Cleaning & 
Morning Tea 

Lynda L Judy W Val W Meryl A James M 

Andy L Brian W Allan W Alison D Carol M 

Lawnmowing  Wayne L  Andy L  

 


