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A special welcome to visitors to West, a place 
of shelter, faith and laughter.  We are an all-age, 
all-stage community where everyone is included. 
We especially love having kids involved in the 
whole service on Sundays, in all their wriggling, 
noisy glory, so please don’t worry if you or 
anyone with you makes a bit of a racket – we’re 
glad to have you with us! 

Morning tea is part of our time together, so 
you’re warmly invited to stick around for a 
fairtrade tea or coffee after the sitting-down part 
of the service. 
Look out for people wearing blue “Prayer Team” 
tags – they will be happy to pray with you after 
the service. 
See inside for more…. 
 

A MONTH OF SUNDAYS FEBRUARY 2014 
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 MALACHI  #1 

Matthew 3:13-17 Malachi 1:1-5 
Topic:  Jesus’ Baptism Topic:  Doubting the Love of God 
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 MALACHI  #3 

Malachi 1:6 – 2:9 Malachi 2:10 - 16 
Topic:  Defiling the Worship of God Topic:  Breaking the Covenant of God 
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Most of life is not lived 
in crisis - which is a 
good thing...But crisis 
has this to say for it:  In 
times of crisis 
everything, absolutely 

everything, is important and significant.  Life itself 
is on the line.  No word is casual, no action 
marginal.  And almost always, God and our 
relationship with God is on the front page. 
 
But during the humdrum times, when things are 
“normal”, our interest in God can end up crowded 
to the margins of our lives and we become 
preoccupied with ourselves. 
 
Apathy for God and his ways can set in and 
become our new spiritual normal.  Apathy breeds 
disrespect for God and places ourselves in the 
centre of the universe.  Apathy can be captured 
in questions like these: 
How has God loved me? (1:2) 
Do I have to give my best for God? (1:6) 
Is my commitment to God really mean _____?  
(2:10-16) 
 
I’m a good person God, but look at them – why 
don’t you sort them out?  (2:17) 

I know what I need more than you God, so can 
you stay out of my finances please? (3:8) 
What is the point of serving God? (3:14) 
 
The prophecy of Malachi is made to order for just 
such conditions.  Malachi creates a crisis at a 
time we are unaware of crisis.  He wakes us up 
to the crisis of God during the times when the 
only thing we are concerned with is us. 
 
Malachi gets the last word of Holy Scripture in 
the Old Testament and he considerably reduces 
the danger of our trivialising matters of God and 
the soul. 
 
Though written 2500 years ago, how fitting is this 
for New Zealand in 2014!!?? 
 
My hope as we travel through Malachi over the 
coming six weeks by looking deeper at some of 
these questions is that we will be captured afresh 
by yes his grace, love, closeness, and mercy – 
but also by his “otherness,” his bigness, his 
power, and his holiness – that calls us from 
apathy to Newness with God. 
 
Andrew  ☺ 
 

 
west: making a difference 

We have a portfolio of people & communities we support around New Plymouth & the world. The 
basics: 
Meryl A  Meryl writes from Asin in Korea, that a 
new term has started in ACTS – Asian Centre for 
Theological Studies and Mission.  Furniture has 
been delivered and Meryl has been able to 
unpack most of her things and settle in.  There 
are two other teachers working together with 
Meryl, and students are learning to improve their 
oral English, a necessary skill once they are on 
the mission field.  Meryl sends her thanks to 
those who have been supporting her with 
prayers, financial support and encouragement.  
Please pray for a recent graduate who was bitten 
by a dog and has had to return to Korea for 

treatment. She and her husband were in a 
country they expect to be serving in. Pray for 
complete  healing, so that they can continue their 
preparation towards serving God in that country. 
Paul and Sarah B   Pray for Paul and Sarah as 
they have been recruiting the first intake of staff 
for the Loyal Workshop of Leather Bags Unit.  
Pray for guidance that all the preparations will 
come together. 
Tipan is a student whose education and board 
we sponsor in Feni Baptist Hostel in Bangladesh. 



Peter  Pray for opportunities to practice language 
in everyday conversation and for connections in 
the community as a result.  
Closer to home: 
Kingdom Resources West provides budgeting 
to people in New Plymouth. 

We love & partner with Spotswood Primary 
School, across the road.  We’re involved with 
HPP Reading, KickStart Breakfast Club, Pastoral 
Care, Mother’s Day Brunch, Morning Tea for staff 
at the start of each term, Citizenship Award, and 
other areas individuals volunteer in.  There are 
many ways you can serve our school community 
if you’re interested.  

 

west: groups
All men are welcome to share a drink and good 
conversation every second Monday at Blokes 
and Cokes, 7.30pm at WestBar.  See Brian M 
or Will M, and the events section over the page 
for dates. 
Hester and Will are leading a Bible Study 
Group.  They meet fortnightly on Mondays, 
alternating with Blokes and Cokes, at Dan & 
Sarah’s home. 
Seedpods is a weekly themed play and friend-
ship group for parents with young children, held 
at 10am on Monday mornings at the Church.  
The Rainbow group meets fortnightly on Tues-
day afternoons, at 1pm at Heather H’s home.   
The Knitting and Craft Group meets every 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday, 9.30-12pm at Jocelyn D’s 
home. 
Carol and James McK host a fortnightly 
‘Chocolate Fish’ Bible study group on the first 
and third Thursday of the month. 

Get Real is for all young people from year 7 
students and upwards. We meet on the first 
Sunday of each month to hang out, study bible 
and eat.    See ‘events’ section.  Speak to 
Kathy M (753 2604) for more information. 
The Movie Group meets weekly at Grant and 
Megan C’s place on Tuesday nights to watch 
and discuss movies on the themes of our 
sermon series. 
The Music Group meet at 7pm at the church 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month to 
learn new songs and practice old songs.  If you 
would like to come along and be part of the 
music group please see Gary B. (751 3113.) 
Family Groups 
Everyone in the church is in one of four Family 
Groups, who meet for social and service 
activities throughout the year and help out in 
practical ways in tricky times.  If you are new to 
West and would like to join a Family Group 
please speak to Alison.

 

west: people
February means there’s quite a bit of coming and 
going.  For those who  have been away on 
holiday, welcome back!  For those who have 
been ‘parachuting’ we hope you’ve had an 
awesome time!  For school students – there’s 
new schools for some, friendships to deepen, 
and lots to learn!  For tertiary students it has 
been great having you around over summer – 
we’ll miss you, we wish you well with study and 
life until the next semester break! 

Jan K is continuing to recover well from her 
shoulder surgery.  She’s celebrating her wedding 
anniversary, and her husband’s 60th with family 
get-togethers in the first part of February. 
Maureen & Jim’s daughter Lauren  and 
Stephen D celebrated their wedding on January 
4.  Congratulations! The newlyweds will live in 
Melbourne. 
Welcome Fynn and Becs!  It’s great having you 
be a part of us! 



Music Practice is on 13 & 27 Ferbruary 
Regular ‘West Weekly’ communication happens 
online & by e-mail. If you’re not receiving this, 
please contact Alison, Brent or Andrew.  These 
can be posted out if required.  

Please continue to pray for and support those 
who are struggling with ongoing health 
difficulties, and those unable to meet on 
Sundays, Les M, Lyn S, Lloyd D, Marlinka R 
and George and Elizabeth L. 

 

west: events 
COMING UP:   23 February  -  AGM for all, after the service. 
Camping at Oakura:  Taranaki Anniversary Weekend  -  7-10 March.  Contact Alison if interested. 
“Beach on Sunday @ 5”  Every Sunday 5 – 7pm.  Anybody and everybody welcome to come and 
hang out.  Great chance to invite others along, build friendships and have some fun.  Bring your own 
picnic to the city centre end of Ngamotu Beach.  
 

2 Feb Get Real, at the Beach 5pm, then 
Church for Bible Study 

3,17 Feb Will & Hester’s Bible Study Group 
4,11 Feb Movies night at Cannell’s 
5,19 Feb Knitting and Craft Group, 9.30am-

12pm at Jocelyn D’s 
6,20 Feb Chocolate Fish Group, James & 

Carol’s 

10,24 Feb Blokes & Cokes, 7.30pm WestBar 
11,25 Feb Rainbow Group at Heather H’s 

home, 1.00pm 
13,27 Feb Music Practice, 7pm at Church 
18,25 Feb Movies night at Cannell’s 
23 Feb AGM following Service 

 

west: pitching in 
February (well, perhaps later in February!) is a 
great time to think about how you’d like to be 
involved in part of God’s mission in Spotswood.  
Andrew is very keen on chatting with you if you’d 
like to explore some options. 
Each month we will keep the church informed of 
our progress.  We have budgeted for $8,375 per 
month in offerings; in November our offerings 
were  $8,596.00. 
Alison D is co-ordinating our building bookings, 
and Andrea M is checking the Hall before use.  
Please contact Alison (751 1005) if you wish to 
make bookings. 

If you’d like to set up an automatic payment or 
use envelopes to contribute financially to the 
work of the church, please see our treasurer, 
Brent G. (751 0010)  The government will rebate 
a full third of what you give. 
Maureen C now collects information for the 
Newsletter, which comes out on the last Sunday 
of the month, so please contact her ( 753 9258, 
coopers_nz@hotmail.com) with any info by the 
previous Tuesday. 

 2 FEB 9 FEB 16 FEB 23 FEB 2 MAR 9 MAR 
Cleaning & 
Morning Tea 

Lyn B Roi M Tracey W Judy W James McK Erin R 
Kath S Jude S-M Andrea M Brian W Carol McK Tania S-A 

Lawnmowing Syd Beale  Allan W  Stuart W  
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