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	A MONTH OF SUNDAYS
	JUNE 2010


	6 JUNE
	PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL #1
	
	13 JUNE
	PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL #2

	
	Acts 3:1-10 Peter and John
	
	
	Acts 8:26-39 Philip and the Ethiopian Man

	
	Thalia Kehoe Rowden preaching
	
	
	Thalia Kehoe Rowden preaching

	
	Matt Rowden curating
	
	
	Murray Lowe curating

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	20 JUNE
	PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL #3
	
	27 JUNE
	SOCIAL WORK AT SPOTSWOOD SCHOOL

	
	Acts 11:25-30 Saul and Barnabus
	
	
	Special guest from Tu Tama Wahine

	
	Thalia Kehoe Rowden preaching
	
	
	Cristina Galeata speaking

	
	Matt Kehoe Rowden curating
	
	
	Thalia Kehoe Rowden curating
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west:pastor

I love fountains.  As a three-year-old in Wanganui, I would become the Queen of the Water, putting my 20 cent coin in the slot at Virginia Lake and seeing the water woosh up and out, in a different formation every minute.  

This term at West we have been focusing on both the ‘up’ and the ‘out’ of our lives with God, and the balance between up and out has shifted each week, but it’s worth remembering that both always go together.

As we are reminded of our place in God’s story, we see we have a role in it.  As we worship God, we are changed.  As we live a 7-day faith we sense God’s presence with us at school and work and home.  

In June we crown our recent focus on making a difference with a month of Prayer and Self-Denial to support the work of Tranzsend, the Baptist mission arm, and this is a fountain opportunity.  As we change our spending habits to collect money for Tranzsend in our mini messenger bags, let’s use this little shake-up to listen to God’s surprising voice.  

The E100 challenge is a chance to hear from God regularly through reading the Holy Scriptures of our faith, and the Self-Denial challenge is a chance to respond to this God we worship, and participate in God’s plan for our planet.  

Let’s be fountains in June, West!  Let’s be people who prioritise connecting with God (that’s the ‘up’) and who respond to God’s love with action (the ‘out’ bit).  

(
Thalia (pastor@westbaptist.org.nz)

west:making a difference

We have a portfolio of people and communities we support around New Plymouth and the world.  The basics:

Meryl Ashworth works in education in Ethiopia with SIM.  Graeme and Christine T work in business and medicine in South Asia. Juam is a student whose education and board we sponsor in Feni Baptist Hostel in Bangladesh.  

Closer to home, Kingdom Resources West provides budgeting help and interest-free loans to people in New Plymouth, and we have a special relationship with Spotswood Primary School, across the road and are working on providing a full-time Family Mentor for the school community.
This month’s updates: Meryl’s 4WD broke down and she is trying to get it to Addis Ababa to be repaired but the paperwork necessary is mind boggling.  Pray she can get all the necessary signatures to get it there safely and be repaired.  Life is not easy for her!

The Taylors are thankful for a good first year of school for Jessica and Matthew in India.  They are moving the business they work for into a new building and hope everyone manages the many changes well.

It is a rich period in our relationship with Spotswood Primary School, with a great Mothers’ Day Brunch followed by the Marriage and Relationship Course we’re hosting with Northpoint at the school hall.  A new Board of Trustees has just been elected, so please pray that they will settle in well to their new roles.  

We have received our first grant for the Family Mentor Pilot project, of $6000 from the Tindall Foundation.  Thank you to all who have prayed and worked to make this happen!  We’re now working on the next applications.

west:groups

Carol and James McK host a fortnightly Bible study group on Thursday nights; the Rainbow group meets fortnightly on Tuesday afternoons at Heather H’s place and will not be meeting during the school holidays.
The Movie Group is going to spend three weeks discussing The Shack, dates and venue to be confirmed.  All are welcome, so see Brian M if you’d like to join them and he’ll keep you in the loop.

The national E100 Bible Reading Challenge is under way, and it’s especially suitable to do in pairs or groups.  The teenagers and their mentors are setting up a competition, and there’s a special edition for kids and families – what might take your fancy?  Check out www.e100.org.nz to see what you think and sign up at church over the next few weeks.
Everyone in the church is in one of four family groups, who meet for social and service activities throughout the year and help out in practical ways in tricky times.   A combined event is being organized by the NADM group, so start your engines, as it is to be a Car Rally on Saturday 19 June.   Meet at the Church at 1pm and bring family and friends and a plate for the afternoon tea prizegiving. Contact Alison D if you have any queries.  
Get Real is for all young people from year 7 up, their friends, families and mentors.  In 2010, Get Real will meet three times per term; speak to Alison D (751 1005) to get on the contact list.
A Mentor/Mentee event will be on Saturday 26 June at 4pm at the Church, for fun and challenges.  Bring friends and money for fish and chips.  Contact Brent G or Michael McK with any questions.

west:people

Little Emma W has been fighting off another virus attack in Starship, but the good news is that her big sister Mikayla A has had all her hair cut off to raise money for Child Cancer Foundation and raised a wonderful $4777. 

We said farewell to Alex G who has gone to Blenheim to commence Air Force training.

Our sympathy goes out to Megan, Grant, Simon and Rebekah C on the death of Megan’s father Geoff Gilbert on 28 May.

Wayne L has had surgery and a spell in Wellington Hospital and is doing well.  Judith M has had a second cataract operation.

Congratulations to Rachel and Wayne P on the birth of their son Jacob Matthew on 21 May.

Our new friends Paul and Sarah B have also welcomed a new baby into the family.  Malachi is Mikayla’s new little brother.
Please continue to pray for and support those who are struggling with ongoing health difficulties, especially those unable to meet on Sundays, Lyn S, Grace and Lloyd D.

To keep in touch with church people 7 days a week, check out the church blog at www.westbaptist.org.nz which has new stuff every few days, and join the West facebook group to help keep up with each other socially.  So far we have 47 West people on Facebook – not bad!

west:events

6 June

Tranzsend Prayer and Self Denial begins

8, 15, 22 June
Book in the Jar discussion group, date and venue to be confirmed

10 June

Music Practice, 7pm

19 June

Combined Family Groups Car Rally, meet at church at 1pm

24 June

Music Practice, 7pm
26 June

Mentor-Mentee Event, 4pm at Church

27 June

Last night of Marriage and Relationship Course

4 July

School Holidays begin 
Our winter Soup Lunches are under way, and will be held at different members’ homes.

June 6  

Murray L

June 13  
Margaret S and Ruth S

June 20  
Judith M

June 27  
James and Carol McK

July 4  

Gary and Heather B
west:pitching in

We said at the AGM that our church is not functioning as well as it might in the absence of a church Administrator and a Nurture ministry leader.  If you could help with either of these crucial roles, or to find out what’s involved, please speak to Thalia or a Board member.

Our lawn mowing roster has got a bit lean lately with people moving away.  If you could help out with mowing the church lawns every so often, please contact Margaret S on 753 6621.  Just a reminder, please do not put the lawn clippings on the new front garden at the Church.  Down the side will still be fine.
Syd and Cela B coordinate the confidential Prayer Chain.  Call them on 753 3459 if you’d like the chain to pray about anything.

Gwen and Alan B manage the hireage of the church building during the week, so please check with them (751 2095) if you’d like to use it.  We’d also like to have a few more groups using the building, so feel free to let people know about us.
Please keep bringing a few staple grocery items on Sundays to build up the stocks in our food cupboard.  Stocks are quite low at the moment, particularly of canned vegetables and dinner-type food, so your donations would be much appreciated.
If you’d like to set up an automatic payment or coded envelopes to contribute financially to the work of the church, please see Tania S-A (758 3829), our new treasurer.  The government will rebate a full third of what you give, so you can arrange your affairs accordingly.  

Margaret S collects information for this newsletter, which comes out on the last Sunday of the month, so please contact her (7536621, mjsewell@actrix.co.nz) with any info by the previous Wednesday.

	
	5 JUNE
	12 JUNE
	19 JUNE
	26 JUNE
	3 JULY

	Cleaning & Morning Tea
	Megan C
	Mark F
	Judith S-M
	Lyn B
	Emma L

	
	Grant C
	Kirstyn F
	Roi S-M
	Lynda C
	Rebekah L

	Lawnmowing
	Stuart W
	James McK
	Judith S-M
	Murray L
	Roi S-M


New Plymouth West Baptist Church, 144 South Rd, 06 751 2089, www.westbaptist.org.nz
A special welcome to visitors to West, a place of shelter, faith and laughter.  We are an all-age, all-stage community where everyone is included.





We especially love having kids involved in the whole service on Sundays, in all their wriggling, noisy glory, so please don’t worry if you or anyone with you makes a bit of a racket – we’re glad to have you with us!





Morning tea is part of our time together, so you’re warmly invited to stick around for a fairtrade tea or coffee after the sitting-down part of the service.





This month we’re focusing on supporting people making a difference overseas.  





See inside for more…





I love fountains.  As a three-year-old in Wanganui, I would become the Queen of the Water, putting my 20 cent coin in the slot at Virginia Lake and seeing the water woosh up and out, in a different formation every minute.  











